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with the late men in power, for not being thorough In
their designs, and therefore ready to approve present things.
I was to visit my Lord Godolphin, who gave me a re-
ception very unexpected, and altogether different from
what I ever received from any great man in my life; alto-
gether short, dry, and morose, not worth repeating to your
Grace, until I have the honour to see you. I complained
of it to some of his friends, as having, as I thought, for
some reasons, deserved much the contrary from his Lord-
ship : they said, to excuse him, that he was overrun with
spleen and peevishness upon the present posture of affairs,
and used nobody better.1 It may be new to your Grace to
tell you some circumstances of Ms removal. A letter was
sent him by the Groom of the Queen's Stables, to desire
he would break his staff, which would be the easiest way,
both to her Majesty and him.2 Mr. Smith, Chancellor of
the Exchequer,3 happening to come In a little after, my
Lord broke his staff, and flung the pieces in the chimney,
desiring Mr. Smith to be witness that he had obeyed the
Queen's commands; and sent him to the Queen with a
letter and a message, which Mr. Smith delivered, and at the
same time surrendered up his own office.

The Parliament Is certainly to be dissolved, although the
day is yet uncertain. The remainder of Whigs In employ-
ment are resolved not to resign; and a certain Lord told

^ As Godolphin was probably aware that Swift was the author of
the *' Letter concerning the Sacramental Test," It is hardly surprising
that his manner to Swift was not friendly. But it may be inferred, I
think, from Swift's words that Swift had given more support with Ms
pen to Godolphin's Ministry than Is now known, and that these writ-
ings were expected by Swift to be in Godolphin's mind. Godolphin's
" coldness," which touched Swift's most vulnerable points, ambition and
pride, led to the first overt act in what some have called Swift's political
apostasy. He went away " almost vowing revenge,'3 and a conversation
with Lord Radnor the next day completed the mischief, and before he
went to bed, albeit that day was a Sunday, his lampoon on. Godolphin
entitled "The Virtues of Sid Hamet, the Magician's Rod" had taken
shape in his mind ("Prose Works/' ii, 5, 7,15).

2  There is disagreement as to the Identity of the messenger, but as
Wyon says (pp. tit.) ii, 223) Swift is a well-informed authority.  Forster
reads ("Life," p. 316) in the verses on Godolphin, an accusation of un-
graciousness in breaking the staff, and forgetting this letter, says that
at the time the fact that it was done at the Queen's wish was unknown.

3  John Smith, who had been, previous to his  appointment as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Speaker of the House of Commons, was
an especial friend of Godolphin.to the individual than to the State, it is impossible from the facts
